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LODGE

Flag Day. Dictionary Project. 
Helping special children. 
Supporting scholarship. 
Sponsoring youth activities. Cards 
for veterans. Clothing for the 
needy.

“These are some of the many 
positive acts of support our lodge 
gives to the community,” says 
Bill Schroeder, lecturing knight 
of Rock Island 980. “Sharing and 
caring are ideals that are practiced 
by our lodge throughout the year.”

Rock Island Elks just completed 
their annual Flag Day ceremonies 
at the local minor league baseball 
park.

“We handed out •ags to the 
crowd, and a special treat was the 
singing of the National Anthem 
by the niece of last year’s exalted 
ruler, Schroeder said.

The lodge assisted its Lady Elks 
in providing dictionaries to every 
third grader in the Rock Island 
School District — 738 altogether. 

One of the special children the 
lodge helped recently was Quincy, 
who has spina bi!da. 

“Our lodge donated the use of 
the hall for a fund raiser and raised 
funds to help buy a special bicycle 
and a special computer for her,” 
Schroeder said.

Quincy’s grandfather is fellow 
Elk Don Bosold. 

In addition, the lodge sponsors 
a free child care clinic for 
handicapped children. 

“Any child who quali!es can 
see Dr. Gerdes, an orthopedic 
physician, at no charge,” 
Schroeder said.

In the lodge’s support of 
scholarship, Trent Carlson was the 
local scholarship winner of $500. 
He also won a state scholarship 
and will receive $1,000 per year 
for four years. As a national 
scholarship contestant, he will 
receive $1,000 a year for four 

years and could win the top prize 
of $50,000. 

Among the youth programs the 
lodge sponsors are Little League, 
wrestling, baseball and high 
school band. Financial support is 
also given to Alleman and Rock 
Island high schools, Boy and Girl 
Scouts and the Rock Island County 
DARE program. A Brownie troop 
sponsored by the lodge was started 
in an impoverished neighborhood 
and remains active today. 

For its Cards for Veterans 
program, the lodge sends cards to 
veterans at the Oak Glen Nursing 
Home. Cards are also sent to 

children and grandchildren of 
active duty military personnel. 
And on Veterans Day, the lodge 
provides a meal for any veteran 
wanting to attend from Oak Glen 
Nursing Home. 

Other projects are to provide 
support to the Christian Care 
Mission with food and clothes for 
men, and to the women’s abuse 
shelter with !nancial support.

Dogs for the disabled also 
receives lodge !nancial support 
to train dogs to be used by the 
disabled. 

“We should all be proud to be 
Elks,” Schroeder said. 

Rock Island Elks boast strong community presence

Wheaton Elks Lodge 2258 
conducted the Elks Mother’s 
Day Observance on May 10. 
This memorable service honored 
the mothers, both living and 
departed, with feelings of love 
and joy that inspired all to be 
thankful for the gift of life. This 
special ceremony touched the 
hearts of all present. From left are 
Dee Williams (Esteemed Loyal 
Knight and mother), Mary Nelis 
(Pamela’s mother), and Pamela 
Turner (Esteemed Lecturing 
Knight, mother, and daughter of 
Mary Nelis ). Other Lodge Of•cers 
and members participating in the 
ceremony were Jack Williams 
PER, Tawn Williams PER, Tom 
“Tex” Tracy, and District Vice 
President Ed Lundmark PER.

Some members of Chicago 
South Lodge 1596 are shaving 
their heads on behalf of 
children’s cancer research and are 
hopeful other Illinois Elks will 
want to join the campaign. 

Lodge ER Larry Nolan and 
Chaplain Dan Jurka participated 
in a St. Baldrick’s Foundation 
event in March. They raised 
money on a pledge to shave their 
heads.

The foundation describes itself 
as “shaving the way to conquer 
kids’ cancer.” Its mission is to 
raise awareness and funds to cure 
kids’ cancer by supporting cancer 
research anf fellowships.

In 2007, 402 events were 
held. Participants had their heads 
shaved in 46 states, Washington, 

D.C., and in 13 countries. 
Donations totaled more than 
$12.8 million in 2007. 

Chicago South 1596 was 
registered as an Elks lodge. 

“Of all the teams for this event 
I couldn’t !nd another team 
from any Elks Lodge,” Jurka 
said. “I do not mean to bring any 
attention to my lodge but I think 
this is a very worthwhile project. 
If only we could get the word out 
about what St. Baldrick’s stands 
for and their mission, maybe 
competition among lodges, 
districts and states would be fun.”

St. Baldrick’s web address is 
www.stbaldricks.org.

For information, contact Jurka 
at 708-388-6971 or ffpilot@aol.
com.

Chicago South 1596 Chaplain Dan Jurka, left, and ER Larry 
Nolan show off their buzz cuts in their effort to assist St. Baldrick’s 
Foundation’s •ght against kids’ cancer. 

Chicago South Elks shave way
in •ght against kids’ cancer Moms in spotlight at Wheaton Lodge

West Frankfort 
Lodge 1340 held 
a breakfast for the 
mothers of the lodge 
in May. Each mother 
was presented 
with a corsage 
and served a great 
breakfast. Servers 
were ER Ed Wall 
and Mike Lee. The 
cooks were John 
Elder, Bill Krah and 
Larry Johnson. All 
the mothers said 
they had a wonderful 
time. 

West 
Frankfort 
Elks give 

moms 
their day


