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cut.
Some of the goals for this year 

are: 
n  $5.25 per capita for National 

Foundation
n  Increase in support for 

secretary and leading knights at 
district and state meetings

n  50 percent increase in Soccer 
Shoot participation. (We hope 

to have Grand Lodge funding 
in a couple of years but more 
participation is needed.)

n  More Ritual teams competing 
at district and state

n  Another successful Support 
Our Soldiers program

I need to thank everyone for 
their work in the past for the 
Illinois Elks Association. It is 
amazing what you people do for 
the betterment of our veterans and 

our youth. You should all be proud 
of your accomplishments. It shows 
me you’re proud to be an Elk!

Have some fun this year and for 
years to come!

I have been asked to remind 
some districts that in their 
directory for the state meeting in 
September, the dates are wrong. 
The meeting is September 25-28, 
not 18-21.

Have a great summer!
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2007-08 indicated IEA saw a 1.52 
percent decrease, or a loss of 546 
members, dropping from 35,908 
members at the beginning of the 
year and falling to 35,362. But two 
of eight districts posted gains.

East Central district began the 
year with membership totaling 
3,188. The addition of 15 new 
members gave the district a 
�������S�H�U�F�H�Q�W���J�D�L�Q���D�Q�G���S�X�W���¿�Q�D�O��
membership at 3,203.

South District began the year 
with 3,755 members and saw a 
2.29 percent increase with the 
addition of 86 members, raising 
membership to 3,841 at year’s end.

Aaron Stearns, State Lapsation 

chairman, reported that the number 
of delinquent memberships, 549, 
is down from last year. But 1,912 
members were dropped for non-
payment of dues. This contributed 
to a net loss of 535 members for 
2007-08.

“I implore all exalted rulers to 
establish a committee to focus on 
your delinquent members, and to 
strive to reduce your number of 
delinquents each month,” Stearns 
said. “I would suggest you include 
both your Indoctrination and 
Lodge Activities chairpersons on 
this committee.”

According to Stearns, there are 
342 applications on hand.

Elks really do care and share! 
On behalf of my mother and 

myself, I would like to say a big 
thank you to all the many Elks 
who sent cards, made phone calls, 
�V�H�Q�W���H���P�D�L�O�V�����À�R�Z�H�U�V���S�O�D�Q�W�V���D�Q�G��
made the visit to the funeral home 
for my brother. It did make my 
Elks heart really swell with pride 
to be an Elk. From my mother and 
myself, a big thank you for caring.

June is when I start sending out 
scholarship forms to the winners. 
As you know, the scholarships run 
four years for $500 a year. The 
�V�W�X�G�H�Q�W�V���Z�L�O�O���¿�O�O���R�X�W���W�K�H���I�R�U�P�V���D�Q�G��
send them back to me. When we 
receive our grant from the Elks 
National Foundation in August, I 
will then send the checks out to the 
university or college. 

I can tell all the Illinois Elks that 
these students really look forward 
to the help that the Illinois Elks 
give them.

For the lodges that reached IEA 
President Steve Harken’s goal 
of $5 for 2007-08, please let me 

know:
n  Scholarship or community 

service for your lodge 
n  Some lodges have e-mailed 

me as to what to do. Please e-mail 
me if you have not.

n  The checks will be sent out 
to the students’ schools or to your 
lodge for community service.

I know that our lodges in Illinois 
have already started working on 
this year with the ENF and they 
will have a good year.

In closing, remember if at 
anytime you might have a question 
or need an answer on anything, 
please call me. I am here to serve 
each and every Elk in the state of 
Illinois. 

Remember, Illinois Elks do lead 
the way!

IEA
secretary
Marvin
Leathers PSP

Thanks to all you Elks
for your condolences

East Central, South districts gain
in members as IEA total declines

Grand Lodge suggests that in 
addition to any possible Forum 
duties, the presiding justices act as 
resident experts on laws and assist 
in a speedy resolution of issues 
that arise in the lodge.

Additionally, Grand Lodge 
continues to urge lodges to 
approve a written policy on sexual 
harassment and discrimination, 

make the policy known to 
members and enforce the policy.

The Judiciary Committee is 
available to provide informal 
assistance with issues that 
arise under the Grand Lodge 
constitution and statues, as well 
as to provide advice regarding 
the state association constitution, 
district by-laws and subordinate 

lodge by-laws.
The Judiciary Committee has 

not issued any written opinions 
since the winter 2008 Illinois Elks 
Association meeting. However, 
the committee has provided oral 
responses to informal inquiries, 
and attended committee and 
training sessions held at the 
convention.

Lodges advised to approve sexual harassment policy

Honoring Sponsor Sabin

IEA President Steve Harken presents a plaque to Robert J. Sabin 
recounting his years as an Elk, the last 20 as Grand Exalted 
Ruler (1988-89) and IEA sponsor from 1990-2008. “The years 
went extremely quickly,” Sabin told Illinois Elks at their May 24 
dinner. “Within these years, I’ve met so many tremendous people 
who became friends...The years I spent were happy years.” 

Web site getting 
a new look!

The IEA Web site Committee 
has been working diligently on 
updating the Illinois-Elks.org 
Web site. There will be many 
new features with enhancements 
being added daily. The goal 
is to have the site on-line by 
mid-August. Please continue to 
check the site for availability. 
If you have any questions 
or would like to preview the 
development area, please email 
Jack Williams at jack@w-e.org

Hoop Shoot enjoyed a 
successful year, with 54,672 kids 
ages 8 to 13 participating and 
many cards and e-mails from 
contestants and parents expressing 
appreciation for the great 
weekend provided by Illinois Elks 
Association. 

�2�Q�O�\���¿�Y�H���O�R�G�J�H�V���L�Q���,�O�O�L�Q�R�L�V���G�L�G��
not participate in the program, 
but Bob Swisher, Hoop Shoot 
chairman, hopes for 100 percent 
participation next year.

Hoop Shoot draws
54,672 participants

Capitalizing on Drug Awareness 
Month in October, the Elks Drug 
Awareness Program plans to 
expand its billboard project. 

In 2007-08, the program and 
the Elks logo and Web site were 
featured on 10 billboards across 
Illinois. This year, the program 
expects to schedule 15 billboard 
displays. It is just one of the many 
ways the Drug Awareness Program 
continues to make concerted 
efforts around Illinois to help 
students make the choice to avoid 
drugs.

This year Elks ordered more 
than a half million pieces of drug 
materials and the program added 
many new avenues to get the Drug 
Awareness materials in the hands 
of kids and their parents. For 
instance, 500 red ribbons, copies 
of the pamphlet titled “Who We 
Are” and samples of the new Drug 
Awareness materials were mailed 
�W�R���W�K�H���U�H�J�L�R�Q�D�O���R�I�¿�F�H���R�I���W�K�H���%�R�\�V��
and Girls Club. These materials 
and 500 more red ribbons were 
sent to the Illinois State Police 
�K�H�D�G�T�X�D�U�W�H�U�V���L�Q���6�S�U�L�Q�J�¿�H�O�G������

Drug Awareness
program poised
for expansion

The IEA Convention Committee 
is investigating the possibility of 
awarding the 2011 convention to 
Peoria with an eye toward a new 
Embassy Suites hotel.

At its last meeting, the 
committee discussed convention 
contracts and possible future 
sites. Plans currently include 
contacting the Peoria Convention 
Commission for more information.

Peoria considered
as convention site


