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Des Plaines Elks Lodge 1526 performed its annual Flag Day ceremony on June 14 at the 
lodge. Flag Day Chairman G. Bill Brown put together the program, which was presented 
to 140 attendees. ABOVE: The VFW enacted the folding of a US Flag. UPPER LEFT: 
Guest speaker, Marine Master Sgt. Andrew Korous, spoke of the dedication our men 
and women in uniform have today amid the ongoing crisis in Iraq, and expressed heart-
�I�H�O�W���V�H�Q�W�L�P�H�Q�W���R�I���K�R�Z���W�K�H���8���6�����À�D�J���U�H�P�D�L�Q�V���D���V�\�P�E�R�O���R�I���K�R�S�H���D�Q�G���I�U�H�H�G�R�P�����/�(�)�7�����9�)�:��
Post 2992 presented former WWII POW Ewald Swanson, retired Air Force lieutenant 
�F�R�O�R�Q�H�O�����Z�L�W�K���D���8���6�����À�D�J�����Z�K�L�F�K���K�D�G���E�H�H�Q���À�R�Z�Q���R�Y�H�U���W�K�H���Q�D�W�L�R�Q�¶�V���F�D�S�L�W�R�O���L�Q���)�H�E�U�X�D�U�\������
He is accompanied by Flag Day Chairman Brown. Also during the ceremony, Swanson 
�S�U�H�V�H�Q�W�H�G���W�K�H���À�D�J���W�R���8�6���0�D�U�L�Q�H�V�����Z�K�R���L�Q�V�W�D�O�O�H�G���D�Q�G���U�D�L�V�H�G���2�O�G���*�O�R�U�\�����'�H�V���3�O�D�L�Q�H�V���%�R�\��
�6�F�R�X�W���7�U�R�R�S���������S�U�H�V�H�Q�W�H�G���W�K�H���P�L�O�L�W�D�U�\���À�D�J�V���D�Q�G���%�X�J�O�H�V���$�F�U�R�V�V���$�P�H�U�L�F�D���S�H�U�I�R�U�P�H�G���D��
moving rendition of Echoing TAPS.  The Chicago Police Department performed the duties 
of color guard, and Des Plaines Police performed the “Volley of Three” gun salute. The 
service closed with all singing George M. Cohan’s, “You’re a Grand Ole Flag.” 

Old Glory gets its day

Members all,
�,���K�D�Y�H���V�R���P�D�Q�\���S�H�R�S�O�H���W�R���W�K�D�Q�N����

With the unexpected death of my 
father-in-law, I really do not know 
what to say, other than thank you 
�V�R���P�X�F�K���I�R�U���W�K�H���F�D�U�G�V�����À�R�Z�H�U�V���D�Q�G��
�H�P�D�L�O�V���W�K�D�W���6�D�Q�G�L�H���U�H�F�H�L�Y�H�G���G�X�U�L�Q�J��
this time. Sandie, her family and I 
truly appreciate your thoughts and 
prayers.

�,���Q�H�H�G���W�R���W�K�D�Q�N���0�U�����3�D�X�O��
Ronzani for installing me and Mr. 
Ralph Bradshaw for escorting 
me to the installation. I really 
appreciate it, and it meant a lot to 
�P�H�����7�K�D�Q�N�V���D�J�D�L�Q��

�7�K�U�R�X�J�K���W�K�H���S�U�R�F�H�V�V���R�I��
�E�H�F�R�P�L�Q�J���V�W�D�W�H���S�U�H�V�L�G�H�Q�W�����,���K�D�Y�H��
indeed learned a lot of things 
that can make an organization 
�E�H�W�W�H�U���D�Q�G���D���O�R�G�J�H���J�U�R�Z�����7�K�H���P�R�V�W��
important thing is asking for help 
�L�Q���H�Y�H�U�\�W�K�L�Q�J���\�R�X���G�R�����2�U���D�V���P�\��
�P�R�W�W�R���V�D�\�V�����³�6�W�H�S���8�S���D�Q�G���0�D�N�H���D��

�'�L�I�I�H�U�H�Q�F�H���´
No one person can do it 

alone, unless your are extremely 
talented or are happy with your 
�D�F�K�L�H�Y�H�P�H�Q�W���D�Q�G���W�K�L�Q�N���W�K�D�W���W�K�L�V��
is all that can be done. But try to 
�O�R�R�N���E�H�\�R�Q�G���W�K�D�W�����(�Y�H�U�\���O�R�G�J�H��
�K�D�V���S�H�R�S�O�H���Z�K�R���K�D�Y�H���Q�H�Y�H�U���E�H�H�Q��
asked to help in some way with a 
project, simply because you do not 
see them at the lodge when you 
are there. So you say to yourself, 
�³�7�K�H�\���Z�R�Q�¶�W���K�H�O�S�����W�K�H�\�¶�U�H���Q�H�Y�H�U��
�K�H�U�H���´���7�K�L�V���K�D�S�S�H�Q�V���L�Q���H�Y�H�U�\���O�R�G�J�H����
I would guess. 

�&�R�P�P�L�W�W�H�H���F�K�D�L�U�S�H�U�V�R�Q�V���Q�H�H�G��
to reach out sometimes from their 

comfort zone. I am going to ask 
Joe because he always helps. 
Maybe Joe would like to help. We 
�Q�H�H�G���W�R���G�H�Y�H�O�R�S���D���V�W�U�R�Q�J�H�U���E�D�V�H���L�Q��
some areas to keep our members. 
�7�K�L�Q�N���R�X�W�V�L�G�H���\�R�X�U���F�R�P�I�R�U�W���]�R�Q�H����
and make your members a part of 
your team. 

Here is an idea that we got 
�I�U�R�P���D���P�H�P�E�H�U���L�Q���W�K�H���1�R�U�W�K�����7�R�Q�\��
�'�D�U�G�D�Q�R�����2�Q�H���R�I���K�L�V���L�G�H�D�V���I�R�U��
�&�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q�¶�V���&�D�U�H���Z�D�V���D���V�S�D�J�K�H�W�W�L��
�V�X�S�S�H�U�����7�K�H���R�Q�H���3�D�Q�D���/�R�G�J�H���G�L�G��
�Z�D�V���W�R���W�D�N�H���K�R�P�H���D���&�&�&���F�R�L�Q���E�R�[����
�¿�O�O���L�W���X�S���D�Q�G���E�U�L�Q�J���L�W���W�R���V�X�S�S�H�U����
�7�K�D�W���S�D�L�G���I�R�U���G�L�Q�Q�H�U�����2�X�U���O�R�G�J�H��
�U�D�L�V�H�G�����������������I�R�U���W�K�H���H�Y�H�Q�W���D�Q�G��
�D�Q�R�W�K�H�U�������������L�Q���F�D�O�H�Q�G�D�U���V�D�O�H�V����
What a great idea, and it was 
�V�R�P�H�W�K�L�Q�J���Z�H���K�D�G���Q�H�Y�H�U���G�R�Q�H��

�7�K�H���R�W�K�H�U���L�G�H�D���L�Q�Y�R�O�Y�H�G���\�R�X�U��
�F�K�D�L�U�S�H�U�V�R�Q�V�����7�K�H�\���D�U�H���V�R���Y�L�W�D�O��
to our lodges. Most chairpersons 
�D�U�H���D�V�N�H�G���W�R���K�D�Y�H���I�X�Q�G�U�D�L�V�H�U�V�����J�H�W��

their committees together and plan 
�H�Y�H�Q�W�V���I�R�U���H�Y�H�U�\�R�Q�H���W�R���H�Q�M�R�\���D�Q�G��
make money. Simply put, too often 
�V�R�P�H���G�R���Q�R�W���H�Y�H�Q���N�Q�R�Z���W�K�H�\���D�U�H��
chairmen, or get no input for what 
�L�V���H�[�S�H�F�W�H�G���R�I���W�K�H�P�����&�R�P�P�X�Q�L�F�D�W�H��
�D�Q�G���D�V�N���I�R�U���K�H�O�S�����0�R�V�W���R�I���D�O�O�����K�D�Y�H��
some fun with it.

�7�K�L�V���\�H�D�U���V�W�D�U�W�H�G���D���O�L�W�W�O�H���W�R�X�J�K��
on me with all the budget cuts I 
�K�D�G���W�R���P�D�N�H�����7�K�L�V���L�V���Q�R�W���K�R�Z���,��
�H�Q�Y�L�V�L�R�Q�H�G���P�\���\�H�D�U�����6�R�P�H���,���I�H�O�W��
needed to be cut because they did 
not need what they were budgeted 
�E�H�I�R�U�H���D�Q�G���W�K�H�\���X�Q�G�H�U�V�W�R�R�G�����2�W�K�H�U�V��
did not like it because they wanted 
more funding. But in the end, I 
�E�H�O�L�H�Y�H���L�W���Z�L�O�O���Z�R�U�N���R�X�W���Z�L�W�K���W�K�H�L�U��
scaling down. I tried to explain 
the best I could that this had to be 
�G�R�Q�H�����)�U�R�P���V�W�D�W�H���R�I�¿�F�H�U�V���W�R���W�K�H��
committees, each took a 10 percent 

Stepping up to make a difference is a group effort
IEA
president
Darrell
Swisher

Please See IEA Page 2


