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Cemetery” in which “the directory 
services and the unveiling of the 
new monument of the Elks’ Rest 
yesterday afternoon were observed 
by upwards of 200 members of the 
BPOE and by more than 2,000 of 
their friends and well-wishers.

“The cemetery speaks of hope; 
the passion of every grief for the 
dead is quieted before the tomb 
by the hand that points to the 
immortal life,” The Tribune said.

“To this beautiful place, 
dedicated by a noble fraternity of 
men of genius and achievement, 
whose wide embracing principles 
of human nature proclaim 
themselves by deeds throughout 
the land, shall be brought hereafter 
their regretted dead.” 

More than the dead might have 
been regretted some 110 years later 
were it not for dedicated members 
of Chicago South Lodge 1596. 
A Mount Greenwood Cemetery 
of•cial had advised the lodge 

in 1987 that the Elks Rest at the 
cemetery was in complete disarray. 
Head stones at each grave had 
been toppled over and the full-size 
Elk statue atop the large granite 
monument situated close to the 
road, was falling apart and creating 
a hazard for passers-by. 

After much discussion, Chicago 
South in 1991, took over the 
restoration of the Elks Rest, led 
by PER Daniel Raggio, who 
made the project an obsession. 
One of the •rst improvements 
was to order a new full size Elks 
statue constructed of •berglass 
but with real Elks horns. The 
statue was made to •t atop the 
bronze base, which was from the 
1876 Centennial Celebration in 
Philadelphia. 

In addition, the toppled head 
stones were restored, with new 
grass and !owers planted around 
the base of the monument.

A rededication took place Sept. 
13, 1992. 

Herb Batchelor, a PER 
of the old Alsip Elks Lodge, 

also spearheaded the 1991-92 
restoration. 

More restoration efforts 
continued in the early 2000s under 
ER Larry Nolan, who, like Raggio, 
has made the continued restoration 
his obsession. 

Nolan, a •ve-time ER of 
Chicago South 1596, is working 
to keep the Elks Rest in the 
conscience of Elkdom. The lodge 
was able to receive front-page 
coverage at the Grand Lodge 
Session in Charlotte, N.C., in 
2007. He said not only local lodge 
members are buried there but also 
members from throughout the 
eastern United States.

Nolan appealed for funds to 
keep the Elks Rest in shape, 
saying, “We are in dire need 
of funds to again restore this 
monument to its former glory.”

Anyone wanting to make 
a donation is asked to contact 
Chicago South Lodge.

In addition, 44 grave sites are 
available for any Elk wanting one, 
Nolan said. 
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Members of Chicago South Lodge 1596 who worked on the restoration 
of the Elks Rest in 1991-92 were: Daniel Raggio, Leon Jordon, John 
Arena, Tony Mrozynski, William Tucker, Joe O’ Dario, John Jacowich, 
Paul McReynolds and Herb Batchelor. They all had been past exalted 
rulers. Mrozynski had also been a past district deputy.

Scott Bloom, left, exalted ruler of Princeton Lodge 1461, and Penny Best, 
chairwoman of the lodge’s Christmas toy and food drive, sort Christmas gifts 
at the lodge in December. Princeton Elks provided Christmas gifts for 352 
children throughout Bureau County.

Princeton 1461 Elks continued 
a 49-year tradition in December by 
distributing Christmas baskets to the 
poor in Bureau County. 

When the project began in the late 
1950s, ladies made new clothes for 
dolls and the men •xed trucks and 
other “gently used toys,” said PER 
Penny Best, lodge Christmas Baskets 
chairwoman.

“Back then, a farm family had more 
children than are in families today, and 
many times the lodge gave one boy 
toy and one girl toy to an entire family, 
which could have three or four boys and 
girls,” Best said. “The lodge members 
donated a dozen bushel baskets and 
enough money to •ll the basket with all 
the food needed for Christmas dinner.”

Through the years, the project has 
grown to 120 baskets •lled with food for 
the entire Christmas day.

“We start with sausage and eggs for 
breakfast and •ll in with all the family 
needs for Christmas dinner and supper,” 

Best said.
Today, Princeton Elks get a truck full 

of toys from United Way, and local car 
dealers have a “Fill-the-Truck” event 
for one month before the delivery date. 
All the toys arrive at the lodge on the 
Thursday before Christmas. 

“It takes many hands to separate them 
into age groups and many more hands 
to pack the bags full of toys for each 
family,” she said. “On Friday morning 
we pick up the food and set up the 
tables. The baskets have morphed into 
cardboard boxes, and when all is set up 
the lodge members start arriving to •ll 
the boxes.”

Princeton Elks •lled all the boxes 
for 2008 in a record eight minutes. 
They met at the lodge early Saturday 
for breakfast, and members •lled their 
trucks and vans with food and toys. By 
noon, all was delivered and the drivers 
met back at the lodge to share stories.

“We are very proud of our holiday 
labor of love,” Best said. 

49-year tradition in Princeton

Thanksgiving Baskets
Centralia Lodge 493 Elks 
and their Ladies of the Elks 
distributed Thanksgiving 
baskets to 50 needy families 
on Nov. 22. Each basket 
contained a ham, potatoes, 
bread, green beans, corn, 
sweet potatoes, milk, grape 
jelly, peanut butter, eggs, 
oleo, Corn Flakes, cookies, 
cake mix and frosting. 
Volunteers packed the 
baskets. Assisting the project 
were Chairperson Rosanna 
Perkins, David Perkins, Lou 
and Sherry Logullo, Ron and 
Helen Donoho (Ladies of 
the Elks president), Bob and 
Vivian Cohlmeyer, Tiny Terry, 
Deb Mitchell, Bill and Becky 
Luebben, David Brennan, 
Patti Hahn, Doris Jean 
Garrison, Janet Bray, Terri 
Castleman, Peggy Shahan, 
Doug Wagner and Earl 
Toedte.

Centralia Elks Lodge 493 held 
its annual Kids Christmas 
Party on Dec. 14. Fifty-
two kids signed up to meet 
personally with Santa. “We 
wish to thank Santa (aka 
Greg Marcum) for his time,” 
lodge spokesman Richard 
Wilkinson said, adding that 
the children just loved him. 
Each child received a gift, treat 
bag and picture with Santa. 
Pizza, cookies and soda were 
served. Helpers from left are: 
Debbie Mitchell, Rosanna 
Perkins, Helen Donoho, Judy 
McIntire and Patti Hahn.

Holidays a 
special time in 

Centralia


